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Abſurdum eft, quod D eneratim Opifices, 
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Thirty Nine Arciles | 


ARTICLE L 


Believe, That no ſober Man will refle& | 
upon me for being a Diſſenter, that I am 
not of the ſame Muy with him; — 
A 1. God hath not given me Light | 
Power to be of the ſame Mind with others. 
2. I do not from Humour affect to be of 2 
different Opinion. 3. I humbly follow the 
Rational Dictates of m Coalcimce, accord 
ing to the Word of God, 1 Cor. 12. 4, 187 
Row. 13. 3. ai. 8. 20. 5 9/2 2 
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* Bi _ Thar 
| IG, 4. I h 1 bot 5 an 
ring cee bee becauſe, 1. Such a 
oNn ſcience judgeth et wiſe than the thing 
IS, taking Error to be the Will of God, but 
it hath never been proved, that I am fo 
Senſe of Ry 3.4 an no oblig'd 7 follow the 
glers againf own Judgment of 
Dirk, guided <yth the Word of God 1 | 
. It wasa fooliſh Argument uſed by the Ab- 
bor of Weſtminſter, when he told Fiſher (re- 
| ng to take the Oath of Succeſſion) Thar 
ught to think þis Conſcience miſtaken, þ _ 
xk eh dnebt mid of huber Nn 10 


(a) x Cor. 10. 15. Act. 5.2 
(5) Dr. Burnet's Abridgmerk. Ms 3: 


2obirntodvtiidT 
Era, that No 3 can- oo ly accuſe 
r 


me of Hereſy ; becauſe, 1. Hereſy is an 
ror (in ſome Article f Faith) which is 
obſtinately maintained after due Means of 
Comvidtion::: But who can provę human In- 
gentions in the Worſhip of God tobe Arti- 
cſes of Faith? What * offered out of 
the Wondl of God for ſolid Conxiction, that 
Iſhouid not perſiſt. in 2 ſtedfaſt Rejection, of | 

re 2; Tis not enough 
| general, that I am.an;Heyetich, but 
— — be made, that I am heretical in 
ſome: partieular Articles of Faith. 3. They 
forger the Doctrines of: their own. 2 


£ A 


26 Cy). 


| whiocall me Heretick, for believing; that God 


decreed. to deliver from Damnation thoſe 
whom he had choſen in Chriſt. Original Sin 
is the old Adam in Infants, and they have 
need to receive the Remiſſion of their Sins. 
Nan is far gone from Original Righteouſneſs, 


and of his Owen Nature inclined to Evil. 


Man cannot by his Natural Strength, pre- 
pare himſelf to Faith, the Grace of God 


prevents us. Of our ſelves we have no Power 
to do any thing that is good; God grants 


what we have not by Nature. Regeneration 


is done by the Holy Spirit; we are account- 


ed righteous before God, for the Merits of 
Chriſt. The Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, em- 


braced by Faith, is our perfect Righteouſneſs 


in the Sight of God. They are accurſed who 
ay, that any not profeſſing the Chriſtian Re- 
igion can be ſaved. God would enable me, 


without all doubt, to believe in Chriſt; God 


doth aſſure me of his Faypur. (a) The 
Lord uill not ſuffer the Righteous to 21 for 
n. Hel, ond 51 425 
(cn) Thoſe very Expreſſions are in the Articles” Com- 
mom. Prayer, and Book of Howalies," (b) Sg tis in the 
Haller, Pſal. 55. 33. mein FS} 
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F Believe, that I have not a Scrupulous 
'&; Conſcience ; becauſe, 1. A ſcruple is a 
Fear of Mind about ſomething to be done. 

which troubles the Conſcience, and makes it 


anxious, leſt it ſhould be unlawful ; but Lam 


(atisfy'd, without any Fear, Trouble, or 
12000 | Anxiety, 
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Anxiety, that T ought not to comply wich 
human Inventions in the Worſhip of God. 
2. 1 am not Scrupulous in refuſing little 
Things, for they are made Terms of Com- 
munion, when à Child ſhall not be publickly 
baptized without the Sign of the Croſs, nor 
the Lord's Supper be received without kneel- 
: 1 N T. V. 


F Believe, that I am not guilty of Schiſm 
0 -becauſe, 1. I never was a Member of 
the Epiſcopal Church. 2. The ſame Politi- 
cal Authority which eſtabliſhed that Church, 
doth allow me the Liberty of a . ſeparate 
Conimunion. -3. Congregations allowed: by 
the Laws of the Land are true Churches (c) 
and ſuch as belong to them do not ſeparate 
from the Church Catholick. 4. Let Schiſm 
be 2 voluntary receding of any Member 
from the Unity of the Body, yet I am dri- 
ven out of the Church by violent Impoſi- 
tions. 5. Schiſm is a different Opinion and 
Diſaffection among thoſe who remain in the 
ſame Communion. Thus there was a Schiſm 
in the Church at Corinth, about their Mini- 
ſters and Geſtures in the Worſhip of God, 
yet they kept together in the ſame Commu- 
nion: (d) But Lam of a diſtindt Communion, 


and do live in Love with others, tho not 


in all things of the ſame Mind with me. 6. 
Schiſn for Four hundred Years after Chriſt, 
was an. unneceſſary Deſertion of à lawful 
Paſter, choſen by the Majority: But I — 

n under 


633 


' under 2 Neceſnty of deſerting thoſe who are 


2 Ordained to the Paſtoral Oſſice, nor have 


Power to govern the Church, and exer- 


eil e Diſcipline; for the Epiſtles and Goſpels 
(e) formerly us d at the Ordination of Prieſts, 
to ſhew their Office to be Paſtoral, are ſince 
uſed” only at the Conſecration of Biſhops, 
who are called Paſtors of the Church. 7. 
Whether Twenty fix 1 are able to feed 
a numerous Flock, conſiſting of 9000 ne 
let them judge who are ee 
me, in re pery of their Lordlineſs and Re- 
moteneſs, I cannot Ordinarily apply my ſelf 
to them for Paſtoral Direction. 8. The 
.poſtles, after the Death of Chriſt, ſepata- 
red from the Jewi/6 Church, becauſe ſhe re- 
tained the cremonies of Moſes. () 9. 
The Proteltants juſtly es fa the 


Church of Rome. (g) 


« (7) Can. 11. (ch) x Cor. 1. 19. 1 Cor. 12. 15-25, 
«x Cor, 11. 18. is aue, Among "The Church, the Per- 
< ſons Aſſembling. v. 20. 5 456 aas, For the ſame 
c Thing, er Act of Communion, (e) Mar.”28. Fob. 20. 


2 48. 20. R v. 18. 4. 


e VI. 


Believe, that 2 Miniſter of the Goſpel i is 
not obliged to prove his Lineal Succeſſion 
om Peter; becauſe, 1. The Apoſtles had 
-an immediate Miſſion from Chriſt, Unerring 
Aſſiſtance in what they taught, the Gift of 
Miracles, and fo being an unimitable Order 
vf Men, had no Succeſſors. 2. We have it 
puly from Papias à Fabulous Author, that 


Peter 


4 


g « 8 ) | 
Peter ever was at Rome. 3. Tis hot agreed 
-when he came to Rome, or who was his next 
Succeſſor. 4. Tis no Credit to derive a Suc- 
ceſſion from thoſe Biſhops of Rome, many 
of whom were guilty of Sacriledge, Mur 
der, Adultery, . Inceſt, Error, Hereſy. ! (0) 
5. They are true Miniſters who / 1 wp 
| Do&rines of the Apoſtles, | ow 


cc G) So much is confeſs'd b Pox ih Authors, nem. us ; 
1 Platina, Bellarmine. f api F ; 2 


4K 1 VII. 4 


T Believe, thay tis the Undouabted Richrs of 
1 Pcople to chuſe their own Paſtors; be- 
| cauſe, 1. Tis the Duty of the Church to 
diſcern true Teachers from Seducers. („) 2. 
Advowſons are a Corruptiov of later Years, 
taking away what is due to the People. 3 
Tho' Brute Creatures do not chooſe Mz 
Shepherd, yet tis a Privilege of the Ratio- 
nal. 1 Subjects, who are called ee do 
the 


elect _ 


7 


ir Governors. Gu „ ” 
£0) L Joh. 4 1 LS a Sam, 24. 17. 1 . 12. 13. 


4 7 VII. Ea 


Believe, That Ocdinarics done by. P 

*byters is valid; becauſe, 1. Thoſe ir 
byters have Authority from Chriſt's Inſt itu- 
tion of the Office, and from God's 'Provi- 
dential Deſignation of the Perſons.(/) 2. 
— have Power to Preach, Baptize, 


Adminiſter the Lord's * ; which arg x4 
infe= 


x: Rs (9) 

inferior to Ordination. 3. The Culdees, (An- 
tient Miniſters in Scot land) the Miniſters of 
the Got hick Churches, of the VHaudois, Fal- 
denſes, Lollards, were all ordained by Presby- 
ters. 4. Our firſt Reformers own'd the Va- 
lidity of ſuch an Ordination. 5. The Fa- 
thers, as Ambroſe and Jerom approv'd it, (n) 
6. The Synod of Alexandria made null the 
the Ordination of 4, not becauſe it 
was done by Colluthus a Presbyter, but be- 
cauſe *twas'not according to ſome Canons 
then in uſe, That Miniſters ſhould be Or- 
dained within a certain Diſtri&, and with a 
Title, as particularly aſſign d to ſome Church 
where they are to Officiate. 5 


C (1) Eph. 4. 11. Matt. 9. 38. (n) Quoted by Biſhop 


OE W- 


; 


& Fewell in his Apology. 


| ART. X. 
, | | n dns 7 
J Believe, That all Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel are the ſame Order and Office.; be- 
cauſe, 1. The Holy Scripture forbids a 
Superiority of one Miniſter above others, 
(n) 2. Miniſters muſt not exerciſe a Lordly 
Dominion over their Flocks, which are the 
Clergy or Lot of God. (o) 3. The Office 
of Feeding is equally ſpoken. of Presbyters and 
Biſhops, who are to do the Paſtoral (p) 
work among the Flocks to which they be- 
long. 4. The Council of Trent gives us only 
their bare Word for it, that Biſhops: are ſu- 
perior to Presbyters in a Power of Ordaining 
and Confirming. - 24 7 es -2- 09 
NOD! 3 ĩðͤ he 


* 


(10) 

4 (a). Luke 22. 24, 25, 26. Matt. 20.028; 26, 29. 
% (0) 1 Pet. 5 3. 56 wijpar, Tis 8 
e de e ee Foaple 
32. 9. ( A 20. 17, 18, 28, ws, Awong which, 
< Matt. 16. 7. They Reaioned, i bree, among them- 
de ſelves. 3 41. 0 E 
Believe, that neither Timothy nor Tm 

were Dioceſan Biſhops; becauſe, 1. The 

Poſtſcripts in which one is call'd Biſhop of - 
Epheſis, and the other Biſhop of Crete, im- 
pore no ſuch thing. 2. Thoſe Poſtſcripts are 
not Canonical, for they are not in the anti- 
ent Copies: Phrygia is called Pacatiana, but 
it had not that Epithet till after Conſtantine s 
Time. One Poſtſcript ſaith, that the Epiſtle 
was written from Laodicea, but Paul was 
not there, as it appears from the Epiſtle to 
the Coloſſians, which was written after that 
to Timothy. If the Apoſtle himſelf had writ- 
ten it, he would not have ſaid when Wh, 
but when: I was brought before Vero. (4 
The other Poſtſcript. dates the Epiſtle from 
Nicopolis (and calls it a City of Macedonia, 
but it was a City of Thrace) but Paul was 
not there when he wrote it; for then he 
would have ſaid, I have determin'd: here ta, 
Winter. (r) 3. When Paul ſaith to Timothy, 
that he ſhould abide at Epheſas, it doth not 
ſignify his being there as in his Epiſcopal Seat; 
for he was an Evangeliſt, and if after his 
Peregrinations, he did fix at Epheſus, he way. 
there as Paſtor of his particular Flock. () 
When Pau! gives this — to Thy, 
i Mr Mn De i > Reg 


— 


5 a Þ 


that he ſhould take care to ordain faithful 


Men: Tis the Duty of 'alt Minifters in their 


Ordinations of others. () When he ſpeaks 
to Titus, that he ſhould rebuke with Autho- 
rity, it ſhews that Gravity and Faithfulneſs 


which become all Miniſters of the Goſpel. (a) 


« () Cal. 2. 1. 2 Tim. 4. 17. (Y) Tit. z. 12. I have 
ce determined there to Winter. (s) 1 Tim. 1. 3. 2 Tim. 
* 4. 5- () 2 Tim. z. 2. (u) Tit. 2. 15. | 


ART. XI. 


„ ** 


I Believe, that James was not the Dioceſan 


I Biſhop of Jeraſalem; becauſe, 1. It doth 
not certainly appear, chat he was ſo much as 
the Preſident of the Council, for Peter ſpoke 
firſt (w) 2. If he was Moderator of the 
Aſſembly, it doth not follow from thence 
that he was a Biſhop. 3. If this Expreſſion 
Men and Boethren hearken unto me proves 
his Epiſcopal - Sapetiority, then the ſame 
manner of ſpeaking makes Stephen alſo a Bi- 
ſhop. (&) 4. He doth not determine the 
Matter with Epiſcopal Authority, when he 
faith; My Sentence is, for that is no more 


than if he had ſaid, Tis my Opinion. (5) 


5. Trenais affirms, that there is nothing im- 

rious in that Say ing of James, but that his 
Heaning is this, As for me, I think ſo, tis 
my Judgment. (2) 6. Tis no Proof of his 


Epiſcopal Dignity, that his Name is ſet be- 


fore Peter, for Barnabas is ſet before Paul, 
yet that doth not make him an Apoſtle. (a) 
7. Hegefippus, who calls James Biſhop of Je- 


ruſalem, is a fabulous Author, not worthy of 


any Credit. (6) Bs (w) Att. 


Fg 
: iv. 1 
* * Py ** 0 * : ee 
— — — .. ̃ — Gd! ]⁰ͤ— ² 3m .ö öÜw 


(12) 

Eu 15: 5165 53 533-hiyod} ad 3 
* 10 5 AF 4757 6. 75 29-16) , AF, LEM 13. Act. 7 2. 
: | . Ig, 19. +900 Xpiveo., 4 e Greek Verb Imports no 

© more than a Man's thoughts or Opinion of a Matter. 
Aud, if any ſhall ſay, that the Pronoun expreſſed doth 
carry in it ſome emphatical Dignity, he might ſee to 
« the contrary, 1 Cor* 55 J. (8) 74 r %, quod ad me 
« attinet- Vid. Bexæ 1nnot. (a) Gal. 2. H. Act 13. 2, 5. 
* (b) Scaliger and Valeſius do ſo cenſure him in their 
ce Notes upon Euſebius. N lob 


4 R T. XII. 


Believe, that the Word Biſboprick, ſo 
tranſlated in the Neu Teſtament, doth 
not ſignify a Dioceſs ; (e) becauſe, 1. Tis 
ſpoken of Judas, who was no ſuch Biſhop, 
nor would it be a Credit for any to make him 
their Proto- epiſcopos. 2. It ought to have been 
tranſlated His Charge or Office let another 
take (d) and ſo it belongs to all Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel. 3. The Greek Word 
ſignifies the Office or Buſineſs of an Over- 
ſeer, which none but the Paſtor of his par- 
ticular Flock can rightly diſcharge. 4. The 
Hebrew Word in the Book of Pſalms ſignifies 
Vifiting, which can be done only by the 
Paſtor, who being continually preſent, can 
help his Flock as their various Cafes and Ne- 
ceſſities ſhall frequently require. 5. The 
New Teſtament ſpeaks of Paſtors as preſent 
with their Flocks. (e) But a Ding is a 
Multitude of Towns and Pariſhes too 
wide and diſtant for Paſtoral Inſpection. 
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cc (5) 48. 1. 20. (4) So dis tranſlated, P/al. 109. 8. 
« Let another take his Office ; in the Margin, His Charge. 
(e) AF. 20. 28. 1 Pet. 5. 2. ee 
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Believe, that a Biſhop with the Fathers 
|| was only the Miniſter of a Pariſh, or 
aſtor, who being preſent, took the Qver- 
fight of his particular Flock; becauſe, 1. 
Inatiim ſaith, (f) Where-ever the Biſhop is, 
there is the whole Flock, but a whole Dio- 
ceſs can't be preſent in the ſame Place with 
the Biſhop for Inſtruction or Worſhip. 2. 
The Apoſtolical Conſtitutions ſay, (g) That 
a Biſhop .muſt keep within his own Pariſh : 
Now a Pariſh is not a Dioceſs, for Euſebizs 
ſpeaks of a Pariſh in the City, and mentions - 
the Biſhop. of a Pariſh in Epheſus. (H X 
%%% ² wn 


« 2, Cap. 18. Can. T1. (h) maporxict iy 7h e The iy Epic ara 
& polxioc ien its £59 N , 42; K 8 


10 ART M on 


| Believe, that the Fathers took: PresLyters | 
and Biſhops to be the ſame Order and 


Office; becauſe, 2. Bafil ſaith, (i) Chriſt 
hath given equal Authority to all Paſtors: 2. 
Jerom affirms, () That Presbyters and Bi- 
ſbops are the the ſame. 3. Auſtin obſerves, 
that when Chriſt ſaid to Peter, Feed ny Sheep: 
he ſpoke it to all. (1)! 4. Ambroſe, Jerom, 
and Chryſoſtom, vindicate Aerius, that he 


Was 


2 1 ( 14 ) 
was not an Heretick in teaching the Identity 
of Pregbyzers and Bifbops. (m) 5. The Fa- 
thers ſpeak of a Prefident (u) but that Title 
belongs to all Miniſters who are to go before 

their Fiocks by an exemplary Converſation : 
They ſpeak of 4 Ruler. (o) but he had only 
a Primacy of Order, not of Power; as the 
Magiſtrates of Athem (p) had equal Powet 

tho one might have more Dignity thak 
* @rAfcet. Cp. 3. (ky: Comment in Eft, ad Titum. 
4 Ker. Cf}, (mn) gore Babe Fel in e 


1 Apglogy- () ef (9) exam: (2) Apart 


Believe, that no Church. hath Authority 
in Matcers of Faith; not Power to de- 
cree Rites and Ceremonies; becauſe, 1. 
Church-Power is only Miniſterial, to take 
caxe that the Commands of Chriſt be duly 
executed. 2. Chriftian Liberty exempts from 
the Obedience of ſuch Church-Precepts, 
which are not according to the Word of God. 
2 3. When Church-Rulers commanded 
the Apoſtles not to Preach, they did not 
think it their Duty to obey chem. (r) 4. 
Paul went to Corinth as it appears by pre- 
pariag for his Journey, and. by ſending them 
ordcof kis com ing, and ſo he himſelf did 
ſetet in Order there, and left them not 
tao Qhurch-Nulers. (6) 5. The Compulſion 
of in the Goſpel, is ſuch a Perſwaſion 
avis b the Force of Reaſon. (% ęĩð 1 
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eee chat I e We to e 
| Feſtivals or Holy-days /' becauſe; 
The Appointment of them is merely humut 
For Simon Ii, Archbfhep ef. |Cavre} ht 

ordain'd the Holy-Days'now obſerved it 
Church of England, except che Feaſts of 
Paul and Barnabas (u) . Ui! Such an Obe 
vation of Days and Times is diſallo we in 
the Neu Teſtament. N 3. We are com- 
manded to follow our awful Callings's On all 
the Six Days of the Week. x) 4 It .can't 
be proved; that Purim was a cligionsBeift» 
The 517 « agreed e to keep. 

emory of their Deliverance G0 5. 
Inſtead of Eaſter (=) mentioned in the 
Neu Teſtament, it ſhould have been tranſlated 
The Paſſover, (a) and what have Chri- 
ſtians to do with that Jewiſh Sacrament ? 6. 
The Diſciples ; met on Penrecoſt, () which 
was the Lord's-Day : For Chriſt was cruci- 
fied on the th Day of Nſan, on the 18th 
he lay in the Sepulchre, he rofe the, Hg, of 
the Lord s- Day, the firſt of the Fiſty to Fra 
zecoſt To chat add the Thirteon remaining 
Days of Niſan; the Thirty Days of jan the- 
Seven firſt Days of Siuau, all which male 
mc the laſt of which is that Pauteseſt ar 
Lor rd bn which . Ir 


* ” 


hy, 


* 


© 10 ) 
was not for 19 800 of that Lerd Feſtival, 
hut for a Celebration of the 's-Day. 7. 


Paul intended to be in Jeruſalem at Peutscyl. 
not to obſerve that Jewiſß Feaſt, but then 


to converſe with the Yew, and convince 
them that Jeſus was the Chriſt : (c) And 
when he ſaith, that he would tarry at Teal 
ſos till Pentecoſt, (d) he means not a 
celebrated by Chriſtians, but only a LAG 
Time of the Lear. 8. When us ſaid, the 
Feaſt, of Dedication was in Jeruſalem (e) 


there is nothing of Chriſt's obſerving, he it 


was only then about the Temple, that he 


might)inſtru&-the Jews in the þ lese ol 


er the feen d Saviour. © | 
Clergy yman's - vad Mercum. (w) Gal. 4 '-9, ro, 


6 «af 9, od. m (y) Efer y. (x) Eafter is 15 called 


& from Evfer, a Cad Idol, W ab was celebrated 


«, abqut 4 wil, (4) Act. 12, 4. Intending, wire vd ,a, 


= WE) x ie | Paſſover. (not after Eaſter) to "bring bim forth 
the People. (b) AF. 2. 1, The Fiftieth Day from 


* 25 Paſſ- Sg 8 5 the Feaſt of Wheat-Harveſt, Exod. 


46. 9. (e) Act. 20. 16.-- Gal. 4. 2, 10. 
25. + Dev 16. 8, (e) Fob. 10. 22.-- Our Fer Pes. 


reper, and it was at 9 the Fe: N of * 
dae . 24, 35+ od 98 f 


4 XV. 


13 2 L471 
Believe, that I am not bien to o obſerre 


che Forey Days of Faſt, called Lent; be- 
cauſe, 1 "Chriſtian . me from 


fach Dedinances and Dectrines of Men, (g) 


2. Religion conſiſts not in Phariſaical Abſti- 


nence and Will-worſhip. (5) 3. The ab- 


* 


118 from Meat, which God hath given 


ny for” our fü Uſe, is the Doctrine of 
k Devils. 


Th 7 1 
i — (i). 4. The Soul can't 1 defiled wich 


any Food, if uſed wich Temperance and 


Thankſgiving (&). 5. We cannot imitate 
Chriſt in ſuch Faſting, for he abſtained 
from all Food, which we are not able to 


bear (I). 
3 (50 Col. 2. 20. (50 Koch. 14. 17. Col. 2. 33. 0 


& 1 Tim, 4. 1 „ 2, 3 4 (&) Mar. 1. Is. Luk. 21 34. 
ene 1, , 15. 0) Mate 4.2. AG. 27, Me | 


| 5 R 7. XVII. 


Believe, that the Wordup of God is 
rightly perform'd in ſuch Places as 
never had any formal Conſecration; be- 
cauſe, 1. God looks not to Places, but to 


the Hearts of ſincere Worſhippers (m). 2. 
The Temple had peculiar Promiſes made to 
it, but Worſhip is not confined to any Place 


under the Goſpel {#). 3. Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles uſed all Parts of Religious Wor- 


ſhip in other Places beſides the Temple and 
Synagogues (o). 4. When the Church is cal- 


led Holy, tis not the Place, but the People; 


for the Church is a Congregation of faith= 


ful Men ). 


"© (mn) Job. 4. 23. (n) 1 Tim. 2. 8. 1 vil, that Men 


pray, & rent rn in every Place. (0) Mat. 5. 1, 2. 
Mat. 13. 2, 3. Act. 16. 13. AF. 20. 7, 8. AF. 41. 5. 
„„ Article; 9. Homily of Prayer. ; 


i 


e ART. 


2 
* 4 F 
_ * — - —. 1 
"Os CES TIER . ———— — —— 


Believe, that needleſs Ceremonies of hu- 
man Invention are not to be uſed in the 
| Worſhip of God; becauſe, 1. They cannot 
be proved by the Holy Scripture the only Rule 
of Faith and Worſhip. 2. Tis not enough to 
ſay, the Ceremonies are not forbidden, for 
we muſt abſtain from ſome things, becauſe 
they are not commanded (q). 3. 'Tis not 
. ſufficient for a Papiſt to ask, where is Salt 
and Spittle forbidden to be uſed in Bap- 
tiſm? Where is it ſaid, there is no Limbs, 
no Purgatory ?. 4. Paul doth not enjoyn the 
_ Uſe of Ceremonies, when he ſaith, Let al 
things be done decently and in order (r); but 
he adviſeth, that the Gift of Tongues ſhould 
be uſed to Edification. 5. The Hours of 
Prayer obſerved by the Apoſtles were not an 
human Invention, for the Evening Sacrifice 
was commmanded ; and as Prayer 1s put for 
the whole Worſhip of God, ſo the Ninth 
Hour was from Three in the Afternoon to- 
wards Night (s). 6. The Cup in the Paſſover 
was not an indifferent thing, for it had its ap- 
pointed Rites; there was eating and drink- 
ing in it, and the Cup did neceſſarily belong 
to it (:). 7. Noah did not build an Altar 
without the Command of God, for that 
was included in the Seven clean Beaſts, five 
of which were for Sacrifice (#). 8. Solo- 
mon hallowed more Altars, according to that 
Wiſdom which God had given him, when 


the Neceſſity of Worſhip required them (w-). 
| . 9. Abra= 


(9 


9. Abraham planted a Grove according to the 
ſinful Cuſtom of Nations, and therefore God 


commanded the Groves to be cut down (x). 
10. Paul circumciſed Timothy for the ſake 


of thoſe Jeus who were not perſwaded that 


the Moſaical Rites were Aboliſh'd, but he 
would not do the ſame to Titm, that he 


might not harden the Fews, nor offend others 


by Judaixing (y). 11. Paul uſed the Fewiſb 
purifying, but that carnal Policy, to pleaſe 


the Jews, ſucceeded not; for they violently 


drew him out of the Temple with a Deſign 
to kill him (Z). 12. The retaining of Cere- 
monies hath not brought over the Papiſts to 


the Proteſtant Worſhip. . 13. Chryſoſtom ſaith 


(a) that is vain which is profitable for no- 
thing; it hath never been proved, that there 
is more Profit with the Ceremonies, than 
without them. N 5 


„ (4) Deut. 17. 3. Jer. 7. 31. Lev. 10. 1. (r) 1 Cor. 145 
6“ 40. (4) AR. 3. 1. Num. 28. 4. Mat. 21. 13. () Num. 
c 9.3. Luk. 22. 17. (4) Gen. 7. 2. Gen. $. 20. (u) 
& 1 Kin. 4. 29. 1 Kin. 8. 64. (x) Gen. 21. 33. Deut. 7. 


| Ki 8 O) Act. 16. 3. Gal, 2. 3. () AR. 26. 27. 31. (a) 


om. 12. in Epheſ. 4. 


ART. XX, 


7 


I Believe, that I muſt not make a Bow to the 


Eaſt, when I come into the Place of Pub- 
lick Worſhip; becaufe; 1. The Holy Scripture 
condemns it as an abominable Thing (6). 2. 
It was the Practice of Heathen Nations 


whom we are not to follow (c). 3. We read 


C 2 


— r - - 


„ Cd: ws 
of n towards the Temple; FER God 
had there promiſed his ſpecial Preſence (0) 


. (b) Ezek. 8. 15, 16. (c) Ezek. K. 12. @) Deut, 
4 12. * 1 Kin. 8. by Hen | | 


| ; 4 R 7. XXI. 


IT Believe, that no Genu-lexion is to be uſed 
at the Sound of the Name &@f Jeſus; be- 
cauſe, 1. Bowing of the Knee is uſed to ex- 
preſs the Worſhip of God, which muſt con- 
fiſt in ſomething more than a mere external 
Geſture. (e) 2. Tis never elſe uſed, but to 
expreſs civil Reſpect to Governors, or the 
Practice of Idolatrous Worſhippers. (f) 3. 
Our Tranflation faith. (g) At the Name of 
_ And why 1s not a Bow made for theſe 

| ſeveral Names, Meſſiah, Emanuel, Chriſt ? 
4. If it be rendred by "Appoſi ition, At the 
Name of Jeſus, then Ra Men being ſo 
called in Scripture (, we muſt bow when 
they are Named. 5. In a literal Senſe, none 
but Women obey the Precept (i), for Men 
do bow their Bodies. 6. Things in Heaven, 
the good Angels, Things under the Earth, 
Devils have no ſuch Fodily Members (E). 
7. It only ſignifies the Regal Power of pages 


to which all do owe Subjection. 
e Eph. 3. 14. H G. Kid. 19% 
7255 66:23: 8 14: Gen. 44, x 15 


© Col. 4. 11. (i) Tis 7 — Hectere PO . 
to e n, 005 0: Sb; 190) - | 
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(a) 
525 R Ti. XXII. 


Believe, chat Miniſters of the Goſpel 30 
rightly offictate/ in the Worſhip of God, 
tho' they never put on a Surplice with 
Sleeves; becauſe, 1. The Ceremonial Law 
about the Linnen Garments of Prieſts doth 
not bind Chriſtian Men. (1) 2. There is as 
much Reaſon that Miniſters ſhould now uſe 
Aaron's Bells as his Veſtments. (m) 3. Ro- 
gers and Philpot, the Martyrs, rejected the 
uſe of the Surplice, and Ridley call'd it an 
abominable Habit. (u) 4. Tis an odd piece of 
Superſtition, that an old Surplice muſt be 
burn d, becauſe the putting it to any other 
uſe would be a Profanation. 5. T here 
was no Warrant from God, that Sampſon, 
Dean of Chriſt- Church, ſhould be deprived 
for not wearing it (0). 


Fs () Lev. 6. 10. vid, Article 17. ( Erod. 28. 33. 
& () Fox's Act. and Mon. Dr. Heylin. O) * Ge 
. man's Vale Mecum. 


A R T. XX. 


nqt obliged to pray according to an In- 
variable Form of Words preſcribed for them 
by others; becauſe, 1. The End of Prayer 
is to ſeek God at all times, and as Need re- 
quires; to make our ſuitable Requeſts unto 
Him. () 2. A Form for ſome preſent Oc- 
caſion will be: uſeleſs upon new Aſſaults, and 
in the Viciflitude of manifold T cmptations: 


(2). 3. 


T Believe, that Miniſters of the Goſpel are | 


| a> 3 | 

(J). 3. Ezra, Nehemiah, Jeremy, Daniel, Jo- 
nah and Paul, freely uſed Occaſional Prayer 
(7). 4. Miniſters of the Goſpel are as able 
to conceive Prayer, as to ſtudy Sermons (s). 
5. It can't be prov'd, that thoſe Diſciples 
whom John taught to pray were Miniſters, 
nor that he compoſed any Form for them (:). 


« (5) Pfal. 18. 6..(q) 1 Per. 1.6. (r) Ezra 9. 5. 6. 
© Neh. 1. 4. 5. Jer. 32. 16. 17. Dan. 9. 3. 4. Jon. 2. 1. 
. Act. 9. 11. (6) 2 Sam. 7. 27, () Luk. 11. 6 


Ir a. 


I believe, that there is no good Argument 
| 1 from the Holy Scripture for impoſed 
Forms of Prayer; becauſe, 1. When tis 
' faid, That Aaron and his Sons ſbould bleſs in 
this wiſe (u), the meaning is, that it ſhould 
de done in ſome ſuch manner, or to the ſame 
Effect: For the ſame Words were not after- 
wards uſed in Bleſſing the People (u). 2. 
David made many Prayers, but impoſed _ 
none. 3. When tis ſaid of Solomon, Prayer 
ſhall be made for him, (x) Will any think 
that a Form was compoſed for him? It 
ſhould be read thus, And he ſhalt pray for him: 
Tis meant either of the poor Man, who de- 
fired the Life of ſuch a merciful Prince; or 
of the Arabian Envoy, who wiſh'd him Pro- 
ſperity. 4. In our Tranſlation Chriſt is ſaid 
to ſpeak the ſame Words in Prayer; but in 
the Greek tis the ſame Word, (y) which 
can't be taken literally, for he uſed more 
Words than one; nor doth it ſignify the 
ſame Speech, for he uſed different Terms. 


One 


— 


| el ( 2 70 | x EN 
One Evangeliſt ſaith, Let this Cup paſs, thy 
Hill be done. The other ſaith, Let the Hour 
aſs. Not what I will, but what thou wilt. 
It therefore ſignifies the ſame: Senſe or Matter 
(x). 5. When Paul ſpeaks of making Prayers 
(a). *Tis, the ſame as to Pray, and not to 
compoſe a Form: And when he ſaith that it 
muſt - be done for all Men, it ſhews not the 
Nature of Prayer, that it muſt be common, 
but the ſeveral Degrees of Men, as Kings, 
and all in Authority. 6. Liturgy in the New 
Teſtament never ſignifies Common Prayer 
Zaccheus accompliſhed his Liturgy, or Mini- 
ſtration, which was to burn Incenſe (8). 
The Liturgy or Service of the Macedonians 
was their Contribution to the poor Saints. 
(4) Chriſt obtained a more excellent Liturgy 
or Miniſtry than the High-Prieſts under the 
Law (d). | 


ce (x) Numb. 6. 23. (w) 1 Kings 8. 55. 56. (x) Pal. 
4" $434. 00 Mat. 26. 44. % duroy a6yor, (2) Mark 1. 
& 45. r a5y01, The Matter. (4) 1 Tim. 2. 1. (6) Luke 
& 1. 9, 23. (c) 2 Cor. 9. 13. (d) Heb. 8. 6. 


4 RT. XXV. 


Believe, there are no Proofs of invaria- 
| ble Forms preſcrib'd for Miniſters to be 
found in the Writings of the Fathers; be- 
cauſe, | 1. The Form of Prayer aſcribed to 
Conſtantine, is rather a Confeſſion © of Faith, 
for there is but one Petition in it, which is 
for the Emperor and his Family. 2. Juſtin 
Martyr hath this ſaying, — We all riſe up toge= 
ther and pray (e), which Cyprian calls pub- 


\ 


lick 


/ 


"ep oo oo 
lick Prayer, ' becauſe they prayed not for 
one, but for all the People (/): And that 


might be done without a preſcribed Form. 


„3. It cannot be proved, that Clement by the 
Rule of Worſhip, doth mean the Rubrick of 
Common Prayer (g). 4. Chryſoftom ſpeaks 
of Poetical Meaſures in ſinging () but no- 
thing of Collects or Forms of Prayer. 
F. That Bal who mentions a Form of 
Prayer at the Lord's Supper; that Jerome, 
who talks of theſe Liturgick Phraſes, —— 
Spare us good Lord —— Remember not the 
Sins of our Fore-fathers: That Liturgy which 
goes under the Name of Ambroſe are all for- 
ged, and trifling Stories (i). EL. SR 

"i (e) Avid xolvac marries v ed ac hp juty- 77 
ce Publica Oratio — — Ouia, non pro uno, ſed pro toto 
« Populo Ora mus (g). Tis as precarious. to ſay, that 
& Xxeirzpyis is Common- Prayer; as to ſay, that z#voy js 


ce the Rubrick of it. (Y) ix Verſus, (i) So *tis pro- 
e ved by Coke, Eraſmus, Rivet, Dr. Cave, Du Pin. 


ART. XXVI. 


Believe, That the Objections made a- 
gainſt free occaſional Prayer are very 
weak and inſufficient, becauſe, 1. The ra- 
elites joined with the Prayers of Solomon and 
Jehoſaphat, which they knew not before (. 
2. Praying without a Form is not Ent huſi- 
.aſm, for we muſt beg of God, that he would 
continually inſpire his Church, and that by 
his Inſpiration we may think thoſe Things 
which are Good (7). 3. If all ſynonymous 
Expreſſians in Extempore Prayer be called 


Tau- 


- KA) 
Tautology, what ſhall we think of thoſe 
Forms in which tis ſaid, Wie are let and hin- 
dred ; we vanquiſh and overcome our Enemies ; 
deliver us from Perils and Dangers (m). 4. Can 
free Prayer be charged with uſing a too con- 
fident boldneſs with God, when in a Form it 
may be ſaid, That we have faithfully asked 
Things of him, and that our Oblation is 
unfeigned (). 5. If occaſional Prayer be 
blamed for dubious Expreſſions, tis matter 
ol doubting, how it can be ſaid in a Form, 
that the infants ſlain by Herod did gloriſie 
God: And that a Biſhop Jays his Hands on 
Children after the Example of the Apoſtles, 
whole © ſpecial Gift ceaſed with them (o). 
6. Tis in vain to ſay, that occaſional Prayer 
is a. Man's own. Thoughts, becauſe Forms 
are no more than Human: A Latin Prayer 
Book was tranſlated! into Eugliſb by Eleven 
Divines.(p). Twas eſtabliſhed by Act of 


E 


Parliament, tho ſeveral Biſhops proteſted: a- 


1 


gainſt ſuch an Eſtabliſhment. (4). 


* (&) Kings 8. 22, 23. 2 Chron. 20. 5, 6. (1) Prayer 
& for the Church Miſitant: Collect for the filth Sunday 
* after Zaſter. (m) Collect for the fourth Sunday in 
Advent, Prayer tor the Kng:; Collect for Aid againſt 
6 Perils. (2) Sixth Collect after the Communion ; Se- 
* cond Collect for May 2d. (o) Collect for Innocents 
Day: Collect at the Confirmation. (þ) Prideaus's Fa. 
ce ciculus Controverſiarum. '(q) Dr. Burnet's Abridge- 
ment. Lib. 2. 5 F | 5 » | 
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wet „ i Tb XXVII. 


Believe, That Oral Reſponſes of all the 

People, are not to be uſed in Publick 
| Anke: Becauſe, 1. It makes a diſtracting 
Confuſion in the Worſhip of God (r). 2. The 
Miniſter only is to be the Mouth of the 
People in Prayer C). 3. The People muſt 
join with the Miniſter in Requeſts made to 
God; and only at the end of Prayer ſay, 
Amen (t). 4. The Levires uſed no Reſpon- 
ſes; for har ſome call a Prayer hath duly 
this Sentence in it, which looks like a Petiti- 
on Let not all the Trouble ſeem little before 
thee, Which bath come upon as (u): Thoſe Levites 
did not Pray, but Preach, each one ftanding 
up on his Pulpit, and ſpeaking to ſuch a 
Number as was allotted to him 00.6 1 


« 8 1 Cor, 1 4. 33, 40. () 2 Chron. 6. 1. e 75 
5 8 8 22 + bee 09 2 Ge I Neb. 7. 35. 


* 00 N 9. oh bd Finem. 


1 N Li XXVII. 


Believe, That the Books call'd Apterypha 
are not to be read in the Publick Aſſem- 
bly, inſtead of the Canonical Scripture, - Be- 
cauſe, 1. None can tell, who were the Au- 
thors of thoſe obſcure Writings, which con- 
tain many Things unknown to Moſes and 
tho Prophets. 2. The Authors were not in- 
ſpired, for chey were after Malachy, and n- 
ed not the Hebrew in which God commit- 


ted his 5 Oracles to the Jews (x), 3. T hoſe 
Books 


„ CWF) 
Books are needleſs, for the Holy Scripture 
contains all Things neceſſary ro Salvation 
(5). 4. The publick reading of thoſe Books 
tor Morality, reflects upon the Bible as in- 
_ ſufficient for Inſtruction of Life, and Exam= 
ple of Manners. 5. Thoſe fabulous Authors 
do contradict the Word of God: When Alms 
are ſaid to atone for Sin, it takes away that 
Honour which is due to the Blood of Chriſt 
(z): Alms are ſaid to deliver from Death, 
but tis falſe, if meant of Temporal Death, 
and deliverance from Eternal Death is only 
by the Merits of Chrift (a): "Tis ſaid, if 
the Heart and Liver of a'Fiſh be burnt, the 
Smoak will drive away the Devil ; but Chriſt 
tells us, tis done only by Faſting and Pray- 
er (b). The Murder done by Simeon and 
Levi is commended, as worthy of Imitation ; 
but God calls thoſe Sons of Jacob accurſed, 
and Murder is a damning Sin, (c). Judith 
prays, that God would bleſs her deceit and 
lying, and ſhe tells notorious falſhoods; but 
we muſt pray for Things agreeable to the 
Will of God, and ſpeak nothing but the 
Truth (d). 6. Thoſe Apocryphal Books are 
never quoted in the New Teſtament (e). 
7. Tho' diſſenting Miniſters ſubſcribe thoſe 
Articles in which there is mention made of 
Apocrypha, yet thereby they approve nothing 
which is not true Hiſtory and Morality, 
much leſs do they conſent, that thoſe fabu- 
lous Writings ſhould take the place of the 
Holy Bible, and exclude many Parts of it. 


n Dd: 5 4 6 able 


09 


c. 005 2 Pes 1.41 3 5 2. In. 5 1 
„ ( ) Tob. 4. 10. 1 John 1. 7. (a) (255. 2. 9. Hl. 
4% 9. 27. Aﬀs 4. 12. (6) Tob. 6. 7, 12. Mat. 17,21, 
* (c) Fudith 9.19. Gen. 49. 7. 1. Fobnd z. 15. (4) 
« 1 Fobn 5. 5 Eph. 4. 25. (e) ö 10. 22. Era 6. 
oy 7 


AR 7. XXIX. 


Believe, That the Pſalter 3 Foe O¹⁰ 

Tranſlation is not to be uſed in Publick 
Worſhip. Becauſe, x. The laſt Tranſlation 
being belt, ought to be preferred for the 
Service of God (f). 2. The Tranſlators not 
following the Hebrew Verity, are often miſ- 
led by ſeveral Corruptions of the Greek Ver- 
ſion. , 3. There is an impertinent Addition 
to the Text, Pſalm 2 2. 11. Rejoice unto him — 
unto Him is not in the Hebrew, and tis 2 
mere impropriety. 4. The Senſe is quite al- 
tered and perverted, Pſalm 38. 17, J am ſet 
in the Plague, but in the Hebrew tis, I am 
ready 20 Halt. 5. The Tranſlation aſſerts a 
manifeſt Falſhood, Pſalm 105. 28. They were 
not obedient to his ard, But in the Hebrew 
tis, they tranſgreſſed not (or were obedient 
to) his Word. 


au. 1. 14. 
gy ART. $2 + & 


Believe, That Organs (or: e 
Muſick) are not to be uſed in the Wor- 
ſhip of God. Becauſe, 1. No other but Vo- 
cal ſinging is mentioned in the New Teſta- 

. ment. 


- 


| e 1 
ment. 2. Tertullian (g) and the Council of 
Toledo, tell us, that Chriſtians did ſing with 
their Voices to God. 3. Such Muſick, be- 
ing Part᷑ of the Levitical Service, is now abo- 
liſhed (h). 4. Bellarmine tells us, that ſing- 
ing in the Worſhip of God, was invented by 
Pope Vitalian. 5. The Book of Homilies 
faith (i), that Organs diſpleaſe God, and 
defile the Place of Worſhip. 6. David ſeems 
to be blamed. for his Muſical Inventions ; if 
his Practice obligeth Chriſtians, why are not 
Drums allowed and Trumpets (E? 


. (g) In his Apology. © (Þ) 2 Chron. 29. 25. (i) 
cc 5 of the Time and Place of Prayer. (K) Amos 6, 
* 5. Fſalm 150. 4. oe ices r by 


nl Re; WR 


Believe, That Parents muſt preſent their 

Children to God in 1 9 1 Becauſe, 
1. The Naming and Inſtructing of Children 
belong to the Parents only (7). 2. Sureties 
were invented by Hyginus Biſhop of Rome, 
and are preferred to Baptiſm, the Inſtitution - 
of God, which can't be publickly had with- 
out them. 3. Sureties can't rightly Promiſe 
that for a Child, which they are not able to 
do for themſelves. 4. The Neighbours gave 


; % 


a Name to the Child of Boaz, but 'twas with 


the Conſent of Parents (m). 5. Iſaiab's wit= 


nedſſes only teſtified, that the Birth of a Child 


was foretold, and that before 'twas of ſuch an 
Age, the King of AHria (according to the Im- 
port of the Name Maher-/halal-haſh-baz) ſhould 
make Haſty ſpeed to the ſpoil and prey in ma- 

Me: Ee | - * -- ny 


| < yo) 
ny Citivs of Iſrael Fo 6. Cyril (peaks of a 


Father bringing (o) his Child e m. 


« (5 Gew. 4 26- Prov. 4 3, 4- Eph, 6. 4. (in) Ruth 
1 4: 17. Luke 1. $9, 60, 61, 62, 63. (10 Iſa. $5 3, 
2 Kings 15. 29. (o) megrdyar, Pater non ſponſor, Lab 


#5. nook eee; being 17 7 Son rents 


AR T. XXI. 


Believe, That the Sign of the Croſs is 
not to be uſed in Baptiſm. Becauſe, 
1. Water only is mentioned in the Holy 
Scripture :(p). ' 2. Tis an human Invention, 
which came from the Bafilidian Hereticks (q). 


3. Tis made equal to a Sacrament, which is 


an affront to God ): For tis called an Ho- 
ly Sign, a Badge of Dedication to Chriſt ; 

and, a Sacrament is a Sign of inward Grace, 
a badge of our Chriſtian Profeſſion (O. 
4 Tis needleſs; for one baptized with Wa- 
ter, in the Name of the Father, Son, and Ho- 


y Ghoſt (which are the eſſential Parts of Bap- 


tif)” is ſufficiently baptized (2). 5. Con- 
ftantine's Viſion is a fallible Narration; nor 


is it agreed, what was the Form of the Croſs 


(u). 6. When tis ſaid, Exel. 3.7. Thou ſhalt 
mark a Mark. Tis an Hebraifh Thich figni- 
fies the diſtinguiſhing . Preſervation of the 


Godly. 


. fs 8. 4 % They held a Po yay deni. 
& ed the general Reſurrection. () Ex (5) 
« Hookey's Eccleſ. Pol. Can. zoth. The Catechiſm. Art. 
4. 728. () So tis ſaid in the Liturgy. ( Andress X. 

« ' #ntbony's T. George's . 2 7% PONG. may ſignifie | 
— by this Chrift overcome. a | 
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Believe, That evil Livers are not to be 
admitted to the Lord's Supper. Becauſe, 
1. Miniſters muſt diſtinguiſh between the 
clean and unclean (w). 2. We muſt neither 
eat, nor keep Company with the Wicked; 
if we muſt avoid them in ordinary Conver- 
ſation, much more in Church-fellowſhip (x). 
3. Strangers, Forreigners, and the Uncir- 
cumciſed did not ear of the Paſſover .(). 
4. John admitted none to his Baptiſm but 
Penitents (2). 5. If Judas did eat the Lord's 
Supper, he appear'd to be a Believer, he 
was not openly Wicked (a). 6. The Para- 
ble of the Wedding is nothing to the Lord's- 
Supper, not then inſtituted: It ſhews tlie 
gracioꝝs offer. of Salvation to the Jews, 
which upon their Rejection is made to the 
Gentiles (). 7. If the Baptiſm of all in the 
Cloud was a Sacrament, twas Temporary, 
and the Participation extraordinary (c). 

. (ap) Exek. 22. 26. () 1 Cor. 5. 11. ) Exod. 1. 
* 435 48. (2) Mat. 3. 7, 8. (a) Mat. 26. (5) as. 
22. 2, Sc. Acts 1.3. 46. (c) 1 Cor. 10. 2. 


Believe, That I am not obliged to xneel 
in receiving the Sacramental Elements. 
Becauſe, 1. Chriſt and his Apoſtles uſed a 
Table Geftnre (d). 2. The Lord's Supper 
is called a Table, at which we uſe not Kneel- 

| | ing 


F 

ing but Sitting (e). 3. A Communion Ta- 
ble is one neceſſary Ornament of a Pariſh 
Church (F). 4. Kneeling is the Invention 
of Pope Honorius, and tis preferred to the 
Lord's Supper (the Inſtitution of Chriſt) 

; - when. it mult not be received any other way. 
5. Tis not more humble and holy than any 
other Geſture, for God looks to the Since- 
rity of the Heart: If Externals be conſider- 
ed, the moſt humble Geſture is to proſtrate 
our ſelves, or lie flat on the Ground (g). 

| 6. If the Socinians do fit at the Sacrament to 

make themſelves equal with Chriſt in deny- 

in his Divinity, yet we muſt not leave off 

| what is warranted by Scripture, becauſe o- 

thers do abuſe it. 7. They are forged Ho- 
milies, in which Origex is made to talk of 


Kneeling. Ts WIEW! | 
- (4) Mat. 26. 20. (e) 1 Cor. 10.21, G Can. 20. 
Can. zz. (g) Mark 14. 3315 3 HEELS 
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Believe, That the Lord's Supper is not 
to be given to ſick and dying Perſons. 
Becauſe, 1. The whole Church muſt partake 
of it in Publick (). 2. A Catholick Feaſt 
can't be well repreſented by two or three in a 
private Chamber (i). 3. An Underſtanding 
Chriſtian knows, that when we can't have the 
ordinary Means, God can make it up in ſuch 
2 Manner, as ſeemeth Good to him. 4. Tis 
generally ſo deſired by the Ignorant, Who 
think, that by the bare Reception (&), they: 
* 8 4 


| ſhall have ſpiritual Benefit, and go Is Hea- 
pen. 5. The Council of Nice, calls it a Na- 
ticum, or the Souls Proviſion in the Way 
to Heaven, bur what is that without Faith 
(1)? . Christ inſtituted” it in a private 
Chamber, but the whole Church or Num- 
ber of Diſciples were preſent (m). 7. The 
Church ſaid to be in an Houſe, was a reli- 
gious Family, or the whole Church' there 
Aembling (n). 8. Tho Calvin allows it 
en 4 Sacrament Day (o), when the whole 
Church, or a convenient Number ſhall com- 
municate with the fick Member, yet that is 
not the Caſe of ſuch who are ignorant and 


wicked. 


* () Acts 2. 1, 42. (5) 1 Cor. 5. 8. 10; 16. 
64 x Cor, 11. 20. When ye come together, i v «urs, for 
&« joint acts of publick Worſhip. (&) They have ſome 
e dark Notions of what the Papiſts call Opus Operatum. 
& (7) Heb. 11. 28. (m) Mat. 26. 18. Luke 22. 14. 
© (n) Rem. 16. 5. (o) Cùm ita res & opportunitas ferat, 
ce Epiſt. 51. 1 | ds 1 


A R T. XXXVI. 


T Believe, That a Miniſter of the Go- 
ſpel cannot ſay to any particular Perſon 
— 7 abſolve thee from thy Sins. Becauſe, 
1. There is no ſuch Phraſe in the New Te- 
ſtament —— To abſolve from Sin —— And 
whatever is intended by it, is proper to 
God (p). 2. A Miniſter not knowing the 
Heart, can have no certainty of true Repen- 
tance (2). 3. Miniſters are only to preach 
oat wait. od: 


” 
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all that are Penitent (0). 4. The Apoſtles 
by a ſpecial Power of diſcerning knew who 

had Ahe repented (6). 5. The Keys, 
binding and looſing, remitting and retain- 
ing ſignifie the Miniſtry of the Goſpel in 
Preaching, Sacraments and Cenſures: The 
Key opens the Kingdom of Heaven, preacheth 
forgiveneſs and everlaſting Life to Believers, 
and ſhuts it to Unbelievers (t). 6. James 
ſaith, that with the miraculous Cure of the 
Body, God would give comfortable Hope 
of 1 (a). 7. Calvin would have 
the afflicted in Conſcience, to apply them- 
ſelves to a Miniſter for Direction and Com- 
fort (w). 8. Confeſſion is ſometimes neceſ- 
ſary for diſcovering the State of the Soul, 
and for eaſe of Conſcience, which ſort of 
Confeſſion, Luther would have continued in 


we. Church (0. ww» 


e (p) Mark 2-7. (q) Afs 1. 24. (r) Luke 24. 47. 
& () Aﬀs 8. 21, 22. (t) Mat. 16. 19. Jobs 20. 23. 
& («) Fames 5. 15, 16. (w) Inſtitut. Lib. 3. Cap. 4. 
(x) Tom. 6. Fol. 109. | 2 


ART. XXXVII. 


Believe, That there is no undoubted cer- 
tainty from the Word of God, that all 
baptized Infants dying before actual Sins, 
are ſaved. Becauſe, 1. Grace is not alway 
conferred at Baptiſm ). 2. The wicked 


_» 
3s 


Lives of many adult Perſons declare, that 


they were not then regenerated. | 3. The 
\ Bleſſings of the Covenant beloyg only to the 
Faithful and their Seed 4- The Opi- 
| | nion 


nion of ſuch a certainty ariſeth from the falſe + 
Doctrine of the Romiſh Church, that the Sa- 
craments do confer Grace by Virtue of their 
outward' Action: Hence they uncharitably 
ſay, that all Infants dying without Baptiſm 
are damned. 5. When 'tis ſaid of the uncir- 
cumciſed, that they ſhould be cut off, tis 
meant of the Adult deſpiſing that Ordinance 
(a). 6. Chryſoſtom ſaith, tis a fooliſh ; Thing 
(50, for Adult Perſons wilfully negle&ing 
Baptiſm to think of obtaining the Kingdom 
of Heaven, SR „ 
0 As 8. 13, 23. (2) Gen. 17. 7. (a) Gn. 15. 
© 14. (b) 'Aauhxarn, dwixar@r, Minime Cautus. 


N xv 


Believe, That 'tis not better to be buri- 
ed in a Place which (they ſay) is con- | 
ſecrated, than any where elſe. Becauſe, + 
1. The End of Burial is only, by way of 
Decency, to lay the dead Body out of ſight, | 
and it matters not where it is (c). 2. A- 

braham and Sarah were buried in a Cave, 
and not in Beerſbeba their Grove-place (4) 
3. The Body of Chriſt was laid in a Garden, 
and not in the Temple (e). 4. Deborah was 
buried under an Oak, Joſhua in a Field, 
and Samuel in his own Houle (). | 


cc : 3 , | | ; 
(e) Gen. 23. 4. (d) Gen. 25. 10. (e) Fobn 19. 
© at, 42. G) Gen. 35. 8. Foſh. 24. % 1 Sem. 
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